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AND SEEK THE PEACE OF THE CITY, WHITHER I HAVE 
CAUSED YOU TO BE CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVES: 
AND PRAY UNTO THE LORD FOR IT: FOR IN THE 
PEACE THEREOF SHALL YE HAVE PEACE, 

JR. XXXIX. 7. 
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ADDRESS To THE PUBLICK. 


THE truths and duties of religion, may 
frequently be enforced with peculiar 

advantage, by a ſuitable regard to provi- 

dential occurrences. © 

The late unhappy Riots at Birmingham, 
gave occaſion to the following ſermon ; in 
which the obligations, of Chriſtians to 
preſerve the character of the, quiet in the 
land, are ſtated and recommended. 

The diſcourſe was addrefled, to a con- 
gregation of Proteſtant Diſſenters, com- 
poſed of perſons, who have not yet learned, 
with philoſophizing Chriſtians, to reject 
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the authority, or explain away the obvious 
meaning, of the inſpired writings. 

Being a diſſenting Miniſter, I have with 
heart-felt concern known, that the religi- 
ous, and political, ſentiments, of Diſſenters 
at large, have been miſunderſtood, and miſ- 
repreſented, by the publick in general. 
The origin of this prejudice, I do not at- 
tribute, to former animoſity—to jealouſy, 
in the king, or, his miniſters - to bigotry, 
in biſhops—or prejudice in church-men. 
No; the cauſe is to be found, in the con- 
duct of individuals among ourſelves; who, 
leaving the quiet duties of their profeſſion, 
have ſpoken, and written, perverſe things to 
G aw away Diſciples after them. 

It is a mournful fact, that a large body 
of modern Diſſenters, under the ſanction, 
of reaſon and ſcience falſely ſo called, have 
apoſtatized, from the do&rines of the re- 
fermation'; and ſome can vilify, in very 
opprobrious language, the Zruths, which 
their anceſtors, contended for, with meek- 
neſs of wiſdom, at the expence of their 
liberty, treaſure, and blood. It is true, 
the 
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the reformers in Germany, and the cham- 
pions, in the cauſe of evangelical truth, in 
England; both in the eſtabliſhed Church, 
and among Non-conformiſts, were fallible 
men : let thoſe alſo, who are but men them- 
ſelves, recollect, on whoſe aſhes they tram- 
ple, when they ridicule, the ſentiments 
held facred, by men of tried integrity, who 
in their confeſſions, ſpoke and wrote, not 
the effuſions of enthuſiaſm ; but words f 
truth and ſoberneſs. 

This fad apoſtaſy, of modern Non-con- 
formiſts, is to be aſcribed, to, at leaſt, a 
partial denial of the inſpiration of the 
ſcriptures, particularly the Epiſtles of St. 
Paul. We are not to be ſurpriſed, if men, 
who vacate the rule of faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſhould be defective, in deference, and in 
obedient regards to men ; who are raiſed to 
offices of ſuperior influence, for the pur- 
poſes of civil order, and public good. The 
boundleſs liberty ſome have exerciſed in 
Judging of theological ſubjects, is aſſoci- 
ated, with oppoſition, to the regulations 
of government, and impatience under re- 
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* 
ſtraints, very prudently impoſed, on per- 
ſons ſeparating from the eſtabliſhed religion 
of their country. 

I do venture to affirm, (though uncom- 
miſſioned) in the name of many of my 
brethren, in the miniſtry, men venerable 
for their years —of ſound learning and ex- 
emplary piety—uſeful men, and highly 
eſteemed in our churches—as well as in 
the name of a vaſt body of the laity—I 
affirm, that we greatly diſapprove, of the 
theological and political ſentiments, of 
_ thoſe, who (by a patent of their own crea- 
tion) ſtyle themſelves rational Difſenters. 

The diſaffection to Government, ex- 
preſſed, in toaſts drank at Revolution Clubs 
-in Pamphlets -in Sermons - muſt not be 
imputed to the Diſſenters as a Body: but 
to thoſe of them, who have been corrupted, 
by men of talents, who (in this age of 
impaired ſubordination) have been dignified 
with the appellation of, Apoſtles of Liberty. 

I may add farther, there were not a few, 
among the Diſſenters, both of their clergy 
and laity, who diſapproved of the manner, 

in 
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( vii ) 

in which application, was made to Parlia- 
ment, for the repeal of the Teſt and Cor- 
poration Acts. The want of ſucceſs, aroſe 
in a great meaſure, from the- impreſſion 
made, on the minds of Dignitaries in the 
Church, and numbers of the Houſe of 
Commons, by the intemperate reſolutions, 
framed, -and carried at various County 
Meetings. | 

Very many ſerious Chriſtians, in the 
eſtabliſhed Church, as well as among, Diſ- 
ſenters, are grieved that the Ordinance, of 
the Lord's Supper, inſtituted, purely for a 
ſpiritual end, ſhould be perverted, and made 
to ſerve a ſecular purpoſe. Surely the 
Croſs of . Chriſt, ought not, to be inſulted, 
by perſons eager to preſs, into the Temple 
of Mammon. 

The Britiſh Legiſlature, is acceſſible; 
ſubjects of this free country, may petition; 
not contumeliouſly, but, with decency, a 
corrected temper, and proper reverence for 
ſuperiors. The number of reſpectable Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters, was not ſmall, who in 
the late application to Parliament, diſap- 
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proved of blending, religious and fecular 
reaſons, as grounds of complaint. They 
wiſhed as Miniſters to urge only, what they 
deemed a prefanation, of the Lord's Supper 
as the argument for a repeal. For we do 
not find that the New Teſtament Church 
ever contended, in her proper character, 
for any ſhare in the Government, or emo- 
luments, of worldly Kingdoms. 

Others, having reaſon, to believe that 
ſome of our reformers, were influenced by 

enmity againſt the doctrinal Articles of the 

eſtabliſned Church, and the Orthodoxy of 
her Liturgy ; could not facrifice their pious 
regard to truth; though in a church they 
had ſeparated from, to the policy of men, 
who, with reſpect, to God our Saviour, 
only conſult to caſt him down from his 
excellency. 

Should application be again made to 
Parliament, the Members of that auguſt 
Aſſembly, may be aſſured the Diſſenters 
are not unanimous, in deſiring a repeal of 
the Teſt and Corporation Acts. I know 
many of the firſt character and opulence, 
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who, all things conſidered, wiſh, that what 
is at reſt, may not be diſturbed. 

If any ſhould aſk, what is my motive 
for writing this ſhort addreſs, for anſwer 1 
can aſſure the publick, I have no intereſt 
of avarice to promote, being contented 
with that abundance which is given me to 
enjoy. I have no intereſt of fame; I am 
ſatisfied in being known to that circle, 
where my profeſſional duty calls me. I 
value human applauſe when it 1s the echo, 
of a ſentence, pronounced by my conſci- 
ence, directed in its favorable verdict, by 
the Holy Spirit, which is promiſed to them 
that believe.—Neither in writing this, do 
I give vent to party-zeal : allowedly I am 
not of any party, nor attached to any ſect 
of religious profeſſors, as an Iſland: I live 
in my affections, on the great Chriſtian 
Continent. Notwithſtanding, this decla- 
ration of liberality, I renounce, all preten- 


Hons, to the modern, harlot-like charity, 


which opens her arms to promiſcuous luſt, 
I defire no charity beſides that which re- 
gorceth in the truth. — I muſt add, I am not 
impelled, 
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impelled by fear, I have no apprehenſion 
of danger, for I have not raiſed the people, 
neither in the Synagogues nor in the City, 
neither againſt the law, nor yet againſt 
Cæſar have I offended any thing at all. 
While really employed in the quiet duties 
of my profeſſion, my religious political 
Creed, forbids all fear of man. I believe 
that the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. I 
believe the *orath of man ſhall praiſe God, 
and the remainder of wrath he will reſtrain. 
Laſtly, I believe he who fruſteth in the 
Lord, and doeth good, fhall dwell in the land, 
and verily he ſhall be fed. 

In writing theſe pages, I have been in- 
fluenced, by Juſtice, to the Diſſenters as a 
Body, to my Brethren in the Miniſtry, and 
to myſelf; and alſo to diſabuſe, and ſet 
free from miſtake, the minds of my ſupe- 
riors and fellow- ſubjects, who may think 
this addreſs and the following ſermon, 
worthy of their attention. As to compo- 
ſition, &c. excuſe is neceflary, but I make 
no apology for the ſentiments they con- 
tain. 


Should 
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Should any perſons give themſelves the 
trouble of taking publick notice, of what I 
have advanced, let them not conſtrue my fu- 
ture filence (for I am determined to reply to 
no one) into conviction. In conſidering the 
following ſubject, I have diſregarded, the 
theories of modern political divines and 
philoſophers. The ideas of ſcripture, on 
the duty of Chriſtians with reſpect to poli- 
ticks, I have endeavoured to collect. And 
the dictates of inſpired wiſdom, relative to 
every obligation, I hope to carry with me 
unaltered to the Grave. 


J. CLAYTON. 


Highbury-Place, Iſlington, 
July 30, 1791. 
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AND HE SAID UN TO HIM, MAN, WHO 


MADE ME A JUDGE, OR A DIVIDER 
OVER YOU? 


HE Jewiſh and Chriſtian religions, 


They are from heaven, and intended, to 
promote the glory of Gop, in the ſalvation 
of guilty man. 

The religion of the Jews, was, in a pe- 
culiar. manner, interwoven with all their 
worldly affairs, and connected with their 
national Government. In this reſpect, the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation, is eſſentially different; 
it is an inſtitution intended to bleſs all na- 


tions. It is ſpiritual, the worſhip it enjoins 


is ſimple and eaſy, and if liberty of con- 
ſcience be granted, all its exterior order, 
may be regarded, under every kind of hu- 
man Government. 

When 


are one, in their origin and deſign. 
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Whenever the Goſpel is ſecularized, it is 
debaſed, miſrepreſented, and in proportion 
to the quantity of foreign infuſions, is the 
efficacy of this ſaving health diminiſhed. 
The doctrine Jeſus Chriſt taught, the ex- 
ample he ſet before us, and the genuine 
ſpirit of his religion prove this. Whilſt 
our Lord was diſcourſing to his diſciples, 
one of the company ſaid unto him, Maſter, 
ſpeak to my brother, that he divide the inhe- 
ritance with me. This worldly-minded 
man, broke in upon our Saviour, to beg he 
would decide a controverſy between him 
and his brother, about an hereditary eſtate. 
Our Lord anſwered him, in the words of 
our text. Friend, whatſoever your no- 
* tions may be of the Meſſiah's temporal 
«« power. I make no pretences to inter- 
* ferein an affair of this nature. My bu- 
& fineſs, lies in fpiritual things, relating to 
* the inheritance of eternal life, and not in 
&« ſecular concerns. And doubtleſs, were 
*« F to meddle in them, ſome would fay to 
% me as the Egyptian faid to Moſes 
| « (Exod. 
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% (Exod. ii. 14.) Who made thee a Judge 


% and a divider over us? 

Chriſt, as a ſervant, took the ned 
heed, to his inſtructions, and herein he left 
his apoſtles an example; and he is to be imi- 
tated by his miniſters and followers to the 
end of time, particularly, like him, are they 
to avoid, interfering, in the concerns of 
thoſe who are, inveſted with authority, for 
the purpoſe of Government. 


It is my intention, to conſider from this 


text, 


I. The nature of the Chriſtian Religion, | 


in its relation to civil government. 

IT. Inquire how far miniſters of religion, 
and private Chriſtians, may interfere in 
the politicks of the country where 
they live. 


III. The bad conſequences which may 


be expected from miniſters of Chriſt, 
interfering in politicks, beyond the 
bounds of ſcripture permiſſion. 


I. The nature of the Chriſtian Religion, in 
its relation to civil * 
: I (1) 1 
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(1) It is diſtin from and independent 
of human legiſlation. The memorable 
words of our Saviour to Pilate, compre- 
hend much, My kingdom is not of this world. 
Not of this world, in its origin, manner of 
introduction, means of ſupport, laws, ten- 
dency, or in'its final iſſue. Mere human 
power, can neither promote, nor deſtroy 
true religion. When we read, the Beati- 
tudes, who will conclude, that the power 
of magiſtrates, can produce poverty of ſþ:- 
rit, contrition, meek neſs, hungering and thirſt- 
ing, after righteouſneſs, &c. Nor can all 
the power, of created beings, extirpate from 
the heart, the diſpoſitions on which Chriſt, 
pronounces his benedictions. 

The Potentates of this world, may, by 
their ſmiles, and frowns, increaſe or dimi- 
niſh, the number of viſible profeſſors of 
religion. True Chriſtians are God's 
workmanſhip, formed to loyalty and perſe- 
vering ſubjection, to their King, by his 
truth and ſpirit. For the kingdom of 
God is not meat and drink, but righteouſ- 
neſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 

When 
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When human governments are tolerant, 
and do not harraſs thoſe, who claim a right 
of worſhipping according to their convic- 
tion; the ſupreme Magiſtrate of heaven 
ought to be praiſed ; and the powers, he 
has ordained on earth, to maintain order, 
ſhould, in things civil, be obeyed. 

(2) Jeſus Chriſt uniformly waved, intereſt- 
ing himſelf in temporal affairs, eſpecially, in 
the concerns, of the then exiſting, govern- 
ment. The text preſents a lucid prodf of this. 
He frequently diſcovered, more than mortal 
wiſdom, in his anſwers to the queſtions, 
which his enemies, with captious ſubtilty 
propoſed to him. We muſt be ſtruck, 
with the following paſlages, which are to 
our preſent purpoſe. Matt. xxii. 1 5—22. 
Then went the Phariſees, and took counſel 
how they might entangle him in his talk. 
They ſaid, Maſter, thou teacheſt the way of 

God wntruth. Tell us therefore what thinkeſt 44 
thou ? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Ceſar 418 
or not? But Teſus perceived their wicked- | 
neſs, and ſaid, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? — 
She me the tribute money. And they 
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brought unto him a penny. And he ſaith 


unto them, Whoſe is this image and ſuperſerip- 
tim? They fay unto him Cæſar gs. Then 


faith he unto them, render therefore unto 


Ceſar, the things which are Caeſar's; and 
unto God the things that are God's. When 
they heard theſe words, they marvelled, and 
keft him, and went their way. 

Another ſcripture, which the licentious 
patrons, of concupiſcible paſſions, have 


_ wreſtcd to their own deſtruction, deſerves 


attention. John viii. And the Scribes and 
Phariſees brought unto him a woman taken in 
adultery. Having mentioned her crime 


and, the judgment of the law of Moſes, 


they ſaid, „hat ſayeſt thou? This they ſaid 
tempting him, that they might have to accuſe 
him, before the Roman governor. Then 


having diſperſed the woman's accuſers, by 


an addreſs to their conſciences; he ſaid to 
her, Hath no man condemned thee? And 
ſhe ſaid no man, Lord. Neither do I condemn 
thee: go, and fin no more. He did not 
condemn her as a magiſtrate judicially. In 


bother reſpects he did condemn her as an 


I adultereſs, 
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adultereſs, and if ſhe died impenitent, he 
will condemn her at the laſt day, with all 
other whoremongers and adulterers. 

(33) The writings of the apoſtles will 
ſhew, the genius of Chriſtianity, in its re- 
lation to human government. 

Without determining, what form © 
government, is to be regarded; the apoſtle 
Paul, commands Chriſtians to reſpect, le- 
giſlative Conſtitutions, as they are found. 
Rom. xiii. Let every ſou! be ſubhfect unto 
the higher powers : for there is no power but 
of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 
M hoſoe ver therefore reſiſteth the pormor re- 
fefteth the ordinance of God : and they that 
reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves damnation. 
The Ruler is the miniſter of God to thee for 
i good. But if thou do that which is evil, be 
afraid ; for he beareth not the fiword in vain: 
He ts a revenger lo execute wrath upon him 
that doeth evil. Wherefore ye muſt needs be © 
ſubject, not only for wrath, but alſo for con- 
ference ſake. A Chriſtian is required by the 
fame authority, not to defraud government 
of its revenue. For this cauſe Pay you tri- 
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Bute alſo. Render to all their dues: tribute 
to whom tribute is due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, 


fear to whom fear, honour to whom honour. 


St. Paul enjoins prayer for magiſtrates. 


1 Tim. ii. IJ exhort therefore, that firſt of 


all, ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, and 
giving of thanks be made for all men : for 
kings, and for all that are in authority : that 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godlineſs and honeftly. St. Paul does not re- 


commend, like modern apoſtles, ſtruggling. 


for liberty. 1 Cor. vu. Art thou called, 


being a ſervant*® Care not for it; but if © 


thou mayeſt be made free, uſe it rather. 


However as Paul, in the opinion of ſome, 


reaſons crudely ; I will refer you to Peter, 
1 Ep. ii. 13. Submit yourſelves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake; whether 
it be to the King as ſupreme; or unto Gover = 
nors, as unto them that are ſent by him, for 


the puniſhment of evil-doers, and for the praiſe 


of them that do well. 
(4) I ſhall appeal to the ſpirit of religion, 


and its genuine tendencies, as experienced 


by the Chriſtian in his retired hours. All 


3 perſons, 
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perſons, ſincere in their profeſſions of regard 
to God, will be occaſionally alone; for the 
purpoſe of devotion. The world loſes 
much of its influence when an object of 
ſolitary, contemplation: eſpecially, when 
the mind is fixed by prayer and meditation, 
on the perfections, and grace of God mani- 
feſted in Jeſus Chriſt. I aſk, you, who 
make conſcience, of entering into your 
cloſets, and ſhutting your doors, and pray- 
ing to your Father, who ſeeth in ſecret : 
What ſubjects intereſt you moſt then? Are 
not factious paſſions huſhed? The undue 
heat you felt in political diſputation—was 
it not, in the cool, reflecting, religious hour, 


remembered with ſorrow ? Did not earthly 


kingdoms, and worlds, vaniſh lixe a dim 
taper, before the beams of the uncreated 
ſun? Did not your hcart expand with this 
one wiſh, which brake forth in the language 
of prayer, Thy kingdom come? That 
kingdom and its cuncomitants in the tem- 
per and life ot. Chriſtians, include all that 
is friendly to the happinets of ſtates, citics, 
and families, He who knows what religion 
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is, as it is, experienced in the heart of 
genuine believers ; will find this precept 
eaſy of performance; Study to be quiet and 
mind your own Buſineſs. 
. How far may miniſters of religion, 
and private Chriſtians, interfere in the 
Politicks of the country where they 
live. Qt 

(1) A Chriſtian is required to abide in 
his calling. 1 Cor. vii. 20. Let every 
man abide in the ſame calling, wherein he was 
called. Hereditary and elected, legiſlators, 
in England, are not commanded to quit 
their ſtation and duty. Inferior magiſtrates 
are not required, to relinquiſh their office. 
The private citizen who has, by the laws, 
a right of ſuffrage ; may diſpoſe of his vote 
according as his judgment ſhall determine 
it is beſt. 

Society under the wiſeſt of human regu- 
lations will degenerate : and there will be 
periods, when aſſociated bodies, muſt be 
reſolved again, into their firſt principles. 
So far, as Revolutions, are parts of God's 
plan of government; A Chriſtian is not to 

hinder 
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hinder ſuch changes in ſtates, as promiſe 
an increaſe of happineſs to mankind. But 
no where, in the New Teſtament, can a 
Chriſtian, find, countenance in becoming, 
a forward, active man, in regenerating the 
civil conſtitutions of nations. 

(2) Miniſters of Chriſt, may interfere, 
as peace-makers ; and by proper methods, 
ſhould counteract, the ſpirit of Faction, 
raiſed, by perſons, who ſeem born to vex 
the ſtate. 


Jeſus Chriſt was meek and lot in Heart, 


as appeared in all his conduct upon earth: 


he is the Prince of Peace; his ſervants are 


predeſtinated to he conformed to his image. 


The diſpenſation of the Goſpel is intended 


to correct the ſavage, ferocious, tempers of 
men, the change it produces is moſt beau- 
tifully deſcribed in Iſai. ch. xi. And that 
wiſdom, which is not pure, and peaceable, 
is earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh. 

Should men on board a leaky hip, riſe 
againſt authority, he who could quell the 
mutiny, and engage all hands at the pumps; 
would moſt certainly act a wiſer part, and 
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ſhew himſelf, more the friend of all: than 
the man; who ſiding with one party, ſhould 
perpetuate diſagreement, and occaſion the 
neglect of preſerving duty. 

Which leads me to obſerve, 

(3) That in the convulſive circumſtances 
of a nation, miniſters of Chriſt, are to bring 
the charge againſt fin, to excite Chriſtians 
to prayer and repentance. They are not 
to vent diſpleaſure againſt Men and Mea- 


ſures; but to prefer an indictment againſt 
| lin, as the parent of all our miſery ; God 


diſiributeth ſorrow in his anger; and elſe- 
where the Bible ſpeaks thus of calamity. 
Amos iii. 6. Shall there be evil in a city, 
and the Lord hath not done it? God's pro- 
vidence extends to all creatures, and all 
their actions. A ſparrow does not fall un- 
noticed. If ſo, events, which reſpect the 
lives and properties, of men, are under his 
control. We cannot ſuppoſe a riot happens 
by chance, when we read a ſcripture like 
this; Zech. xiv. 13. And it ſhall come 70 


| paſs in that day, that a great tumult from the 


Lord ſball be among them, and they ſhall lay 
$ | hold 
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hold every one on the hand of his neighbour, 


and his hand ſhall riſe up againſt the hand of 


his nerghbour. If an inſurre&ion be quel- 
led; God is there—whoever the inſtru- 


ments are; He f{illeth the noiſe of the ſeas, 
the noiſe of the waves, and the tumult of the 


people. 


We may apply what Lord Bacon ſays on 


ſeditions and troubles to Chriſtian paſtors, 
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Shepherds of people had need know the 
kalenders of tempeſts in the ſtate, which 


are commonly greateſt when things grow 
to equality; as natural tempeſts are 
greateſt about the cquinoctial. And as 
there are certain hollow blaſts of wind, 


and ſecret ſwellings of the {ea before a 


tempeſt, ſo are there in ſtates. Libels 
and licentious diſcourſes againſt the ſtate, 
when they are frequent and open; and in 
like ſort, falſe news often running up and 
down to the diſadvantage of the ſtate, 


and haſtily embraced, are amongſt the 
ſigns of troubles.” 


Let miniſters of Chriſt mark the gather- 


ing ſtorm, and direct their hearers to look 


beyond 
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beyond ſecond cauſes, and immediate agents, 
to the hand of God, which 1s lifted up, 
Exhort them to prayer and humiliation for 
fin, as the infallible means of ſafety, rom, 
or in the day of cvil. 

(4) Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould remind 
Chriſtian ſubjects, of the advantages of their 
ſituation ; they have ample ſcope for this, 
who inhabit this favored iſland. What 
temporalities, has the Church of Chriſt to 
expect on ſcripture grounds, in the preſent 
world? It is the Mother of Harlots, which 
ſays, I /it a queen and fhall ſee no forrow. 

The whole viſible Church once conſiſted 
of a company of brick-makers in Egypt, 


And the temporal condition of perſons moſt 


diſtinguiſhed for faith, is recorded in the 
11th chapter of the Hebrews. Under the 
New Teſtament, Chriſt predicts conſtant 


oppoſition to his Church, from the gates of 


Hell; that is by ſorce or fraud, by perſecution 
or hereſy, the Church ſhall be aſſailed, by 
ſatan and his emiſſaries: but both as a lion, 
and as a ent, he ſhall be defeated. Alſo 
it is ſaid; In the world ye ſhall have tribula- 
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tian; but be of good cheer, I have overcome 
the world. Who are we, that we ſhould 
have aſſigned us, this —— land, ſo goodly 
a heritage ? 

Chriſtians tell me, what part of the world 
do you prefer to great Britain? What 
hardſhips do you ſuffer? Are your ſhops 
and warehouſes leſs frequented than your 
neighbours becauſe of your religion? Is 
your reputation diminiſhed, on the exchange, 
becauſe you are Proteſtant Diſſenters? 
Have you not goodly apparel, full tables, 
well-built houſes, ſplendid furniture, and 
from ſmall beginnings affluence of riches ? 


Many of you have fouriſhing families, they 


attend you to publick worſhip (delightful 
fight!) unmoleſted, like a flock. O Lord! 
let our children live before thee !—Theſe 
advantages flow from God, and are diſ- 
penſed to us under the government of a 
king, who has more perſonal and focial 
virtue, than any prince in Europe. 

I might contraſt this age of advantage 
with the times which paſſed over our 
anceſtors; but the grateful tear, is already 

ſtarting 
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ſtarting from the eyes of ſome, whoſe fore- 
fathers, and the pains and penalties they 
ſuffered for conſcience ſake, are not forgot- 
ten. Enough has been ſaid to prove that 
a miniſter 1s in his duty, when he puts his 
hearers in mind, To be ſubjedt to principa- 
lities and powers, to ovey magiſtrates, and 
to be ready to every good work. To ſpeak 
evil of no man, to be no brawlers but 
gentle, ſbewing all meekneſs unto all men, 
Titus iii. 1, 2. 

(5) We ſhould be in our duty, were we 
to remind moſt common people, that they 
are very ignorant, of matters of fact and 
right, relative to government. My obſer- 
vation in many companies, has forced this 
conviction, into my boſom, that the moſt 
ignorant. are generally the fierceſt and moſt 
violent. Certain information cannot be 


collected from the rumour, and paper, of 


the day. Let conſcious ignorance, or wiſ- 
dom, make us quiet; for a man of under- 
ſtanding is of a cool ſpirit. Prov. xvii. 27. 

And I muſt haſte, 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, To ſhew the bad conſe- 
quences, which are likely to follow a 
Miniſter's interference in politicks be- 
yond the limits of Scripture permiſ- 
ſion. 

(1) It is diſreputable, and brings the 
reality of his religion under juſt, ſuſpicion. 
This will not ſeem uncharitable, when we 
look at the company, he is in: For who 
are the perſons that uſually embark ? Are 
they the ſpiritual, humble, uſcful teachers, 
who travel in birth until Chriſt be formed, 
in the hearts of their hearers? No; they 
are philoſophical oppoſers, of the grand 
peculiarities of chriſtianity. In the days 
of Jude (for there is an uniformity in de- 
pravity as well as virtue) the perſons WIio, 
deſpiſed dominions and ſpake evil of dignities ; 
were thoſe, who denied the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. There are, in- 
deed among ſound preachers, political men, 
but theſe for the moſt part, are idle, goſſip- 
ping, convivial perſons, who are, it muſt 
be allowed, very orthodox, on Sundays ; 
yet live the reſt of the week as much out 
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| of the ſpirit of their profeſſion as the moſt 


erroneous in opinion. Will there be at 
the day of judgment, any difference in the 
final allotment of the man who diſhonors 
Chriſt in notion, and him who diſhonors 
Chriſt in practice? 

Is it not diſreputable, and ſuſpicious to 
be aſſociated with ſuch Divines ? for theſe 
are uſually our politicians. The Chriſtian 
Miniſter, is engaged in a warfare of infi- 
nite moment. And it was once ſaid to 
Timothy ; No man that warreth entangleth 
himſelf with the affairs of this life ; that he 
may pleaſe him who hath choſen him to be a 


folder. 


(2) The political miniſter, forfeits di- 
vine protection, by leaving his own ground. 
The charge of undue interference in hu- 


man governments, has been brought againſt - 


the Church, almoſt in every age. 7015 
city is a rebellious city, and hurtful unto kings 
and provmces ; is an epitome of many ſub- 
ſequent accuſations, which were for the 
moſt part preferred in vain, When ſchemes 
were concerted, to extirpate the Church, 

on 
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on this ground; God permitted the plans 
of the enemy to ripen ſo far, as gave op- 
portunity, of diſplaying, his power in 
blaſting them. But no ſuch providential 
interpoſition is to be expected, to reſcue 
perſons, who in oppoſition to government, 


only ſtop ſhort of actual revolt. 


When led by officious zeal, from the 
quiet duties of their profeſſion, into the 
Senator's province: unhallowed boiſterous 
paſſions in others ; like their own, God 
may permit to chaſtiſe them. 

Should a foreigner, with his ſhip, enter 
one of our harbours; at a time when the 
inhabitants of this Iſland were agitated by 
Jarring opinions—You would judge it was 
his duty, to make the beſt of the times, 
land his cargo, diſpoſe of it, and retire 
quietly about his buſineſs. Should he, in- 
ſtead of ſuch prudent conduct, indiſcreetly, 
meddle with matters out of his province; 


and a lawleſs rabble ſhould burn his ſhip: 


we ought to regret the unjuſtifiable out- 


rage; but we ſhould not wonder, becauſe 
he came out of his place. It would greatly 


aggravate 
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( 32 ) 
aggravate the offence of this buſy- body; 
if he were tolerated, not only, to land 
from his ſhip the ſpices of Arabia, but the 
j moſt poiſonous drugs. This unreſtrained 
Liberty abuſed to purpoſes, hoſtile to the 
general content of the Nation, muſt leſſen 
= the pity which humanity under every ſpe- 
| cies of ſuffering claims. After all, ſhould 
this meddling Captain ſay the burning of 
his ſhip, was perſecution for righteouſneſs 
ſake; we muſt bewail the infatuation in 
which his folly terminates. 

Let Miniſters mind their profeſſional 
duty, and he whoſe authority, gives them 
commiſſion will take care of them. While 
they teach men all that be has commanded ; 
the promiſe is, Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. If he be 
with them; No man can ſet on them to hurt 
them. 

 — (3) Another bad conſequence is, that a 
Miniſter, inſtead of edifying his hearers, 
will kindle in them unſanctified paſſions, 
or unite them by a bond which ſuperſedes 
the proper cement of the Church. The 

political 
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political Preacher cannot ſuppoſe, all his 


auditors, are of one mind; ſhould he take 
a decided part, the perſons differing in 
opinion are ſupplied, with new matter for 
diſputation, and in general for increaſing 
diſaffection. Should he, and all his con- 
gregation, be agreed in politicks, meddling 
with the ſubject at all is likely to deſtroy 
the true religious bond of union. This 


bond, is Love, for the truth's fake, which 


dwells in real believers, and will be in them 


forever, Seeing, ye have purified your ſouls 


by obeying the truth through the Spirit, unto 
unfeigned love of the brethren ; ſee that ye 
love one another with a pure heart fervently, 


Where this bond of union, is ſuperſeded, 
by concord in eccleſiaſtical, and civil poli- 


ticks, only, there may be an aſſociation of 
perſons and a ſemblance of religion, but the 
vital animating principle of the true Church 


is loſt. . 
The converſation of political Miniſters, 


in their private viſits, is generally ſuch as 
excludes all paſtoral inquiries and counſels, 


and tends to induce a wro'ig ſpitit in the 


O perſons 
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perſons viſited, which may prove a laſting 
injury to the religious character of their 
poſterity. In a miniſter's ordinary inter- 
courſe with his flock, this command is of 
great importance. Let no corrupt commu- 
nication proceed out of your mouth, but that 
which is good to the uſe of edifying, that it 
may miniſter grace unto the hearers. And 
grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye 
are ſealed," unto the day of redemption. Let 
all bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamour, and evil ſpeaking, be put away from 
you, with all malice. 

(4) Another, and the laſt evil conſe- 
quence I ſhall mention is; Miniſters have 
deſtroyed, by political interference, their 
perſonal comfort. A man may put on the 
face of pleaſure, but his heart muſt be full 
of pain, who by his imprudent conduc ; 
has diminiſhed, his reputation, made the 
ſituation where Providence had placed him 
uneaſy to himſelf, if not obliged to quit it 
intirely. Pride may prompt him to vindi- 
cate his compliance with the ſolicitations 
which made him active, in an Election for 

a Member 
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a Member of Parliament ; but ſecretly he 
feels the keeneſt ſorrow : his intention at 
the time was to ſerve his Country. — Alas! 
the conſequence of this uncommanded pa- 
triotiſm, is bitterneſs all his remaining days, 
Should he be deemed an enemy for ſpeak- 
ing religious truth; the Spirit of Glory 
and of Chriſt reſts upon him: but if he 
make any man his adverſary for political 
meddling, he has no conſolation provided 
for him in the Scriptures, except repent- 
ance. 


The Clergy of the eſtabliſhed Church 
being connected with the State, have ſome 
excuſe if they take a part in ſtate affairs; 
not but it would be prudent even in them, 
to make excuſe unneceſſary, by obſerving 
a firm neutrality, although his Lord/hip, or 
the Eſquire, ſhould urge them to canvaſs at 
an Election. But for the interference of 
diſſenting Miniſters, no apology can be 
offered ; becauſe the grand principle of 
their ſeparation lies, in the unworldly na- 
ture of our Saviour's Kingdom, 
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To conclude, . 

(1) By way of improvement, we may 
obſerve, the ſcience of Government eres 
a ſtage, on which man acts out his charac- 
ter, and diſcovers great depravity of heart. 
Policy in tree ſtates is a ſubject, generally 
intereſting to men; Men, I ſay, for Women 
(with very few exceptions). are diſguſted 
with the violence generally attending the 
diſcuſſion. * Their gentle nature, makes. 
them fly from the clamour and invective of 


fierce debate. 


The page of hiſtory, SO we have 
preſented to us, the beginning, progreſs, 
and perfection, of empires, and their gra- 
dual decline and fall ; ſhews us man, in a 
point of view truly humbling. Smooth 
g00d-breeding, among courtiers, may gloſs 
over and conceal part of the deformity ; the 
ſeaſon of trial takes away the diſguile, 
And we may be aſſured nothing but the 
Goſpel and its grace, can produce uncom- 
plying integrity of character. Bring your 
hearts, ſinners, to this gracious conſtitu- 
tion, diſplayed in the Croſs of Chriſt ; it 
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will not teach you to cover your natural and 
acquired corruption; it promiſes and con- 
veys cleanſing from all unrighteouſneſs. 

(2) Some may object; © Do you mean, 
« Sir, to inculcate the long, exploded, 
e doctrine of non-reſiſtance and paſſive 
* obedience?” I do not reaſon out of 
human ſyſtems, nor am I ſpeaking in the 
Houſe of Commons ; but in the Church, 
and in a Society which reſpects the exam- 
ple of Chriſt, ſubmits to his teaching, and 
believes the Apoſtles were inſpired, when 
they commanded Chriſtians to obey Ma- 
giſtrates, thoſe that were, not ſuch only as 
they thought, st to be. 

What I have advanced amounts to a 
vindication of ourſelves, and proves our 
ſentiments and temper, will preſerve us 


what we are, good ſubjects. You will bear 


me witneſs I never introduce politicks, into 


the Pulpit: thus much ſeemed neceſſary 
at the preſent juncture; when odious im- 


putations, incurred by the default of a 
few, threaten to fink into diſrepute the 


Diſſenters, without diſtinction. We are 
0 
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not Republicans, their ſyſtem is too liable 
to breed confuſion, to conciliate our eſteem. 
—Tt is too congenial to corrupt nature in 
man, which loves tumult and riot, and 
ſays, Let us break their bands aſunder, and 
caſt away their cords from us. 

Without great virtue common-wealths 
are ſeditious ; and in proportion to the pre- 
valence of levelling ſentiments, ſubordina- 
tion will be deſtroyed ; and the baneful 


leaven will overturn domeſtic order, and 


go near to annihilate the tranquility of 


every family. May our Country, be ever 


ſaved, from that worſt of Tyrants, an 
* uſurping Croud !” 

So far are Diſſenters, from eſteeming 
lightly the King ; they are among his Ma- 
jeſty's moſt affectionate and loyal ſubjects. 
When a calamity which has ſeldom be- 
fallen a crowned Head, once filled with 
undiſſembled grief the Nation. This So- 
ciety was the firſt which purpoſely met to 
ſeek, God's merciful interpoſition, in be- 
half of our beloved Sovereign. And your 
example of Chriſtian patriotiſm, my Bre- 
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FREY was followed, by very many Diſſent- 
ing Churches. 

(3) We are to aſcribe warmth in poli- 
tical affairs, among Profeſſors of religion, 
to a decay of the general principle of 
chriſtianity in the heart. When any one 
makes a practice of ſpeaking evil of the 
Higher Powers ; we do not comment with 
uncharitable rigour on his conduct ; when 
we affirm, he has loſt fervor of affection 
as a Chriſtian. Does he not omit reading 
the Scriptures and Prayer, both in his fa- 
mily and cloſet ? Is his underſtanding im- 
proved, and are his paſſions the ſprings of 
action, touched, by contemplating the Croſs 
of Chriſt? No; we are ſure the meddling 
political Chriſtian, muſt be unacquainted, 
with that ſcriptural devotion which meli- 
orates the whole ſoul, and determines it to 
one grand point. 

Perſons who do not attempt daily to 
look God and their own conſciences in the 
face, in ſolitude, will not feel the force of 
this reaſoning : to them I offer a quotation 
from a Philoſopher, who on this ſubject 

lays. 
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ſays. The ſcience of Salvation and Go- 


„ yernment are very different. The doc- 
« trines of the Goſpel have but one ob- 


4 ject in view, which is the univerſal ſal- 


e vation of mankind. Their liberties and 
ce properties here below have nothing to do 
« with it. The Goſpel inſpires humanity 
© rather than patriotiſm, and tends rather 
* to the forming of men than citizens. 
“ Patriotiſm and humanity are two virtues 
« incompatible with each other in any 
te great degree, and particularly in a whole 


people. The legiflature who would unite 
„ them both, will obtain neither one nor 


de the other. Their union never was, nor 


% ever will be, known; becauſe it is con- 
* trary to nature, and becauſe it is I- 
©. POSSIBLE TO GIVE TWO OBJECTS TO 


«© ONE PASSION.“ 
(4) Chriſtians, you beben the ſtate of 
man to be, as it is, repreſented in the 


Scriptures. Yea, that the heart of the ſons 


of men is full of evil, and madneſs is in their 
heart while they live. If you are what you 
profeſs, you are not of the world, Main- 
tain 
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( 41 ) 
tain your ſeparation, Stand upon your 
own hallowed ground. Make no friendſhip 
with an angry man, and with a furious po- 
litician, thou ſhalt not go, leſt thou learn his 
ways, and get a ſnare for thy ſoul. 

There is one way in which you may all 
interfere in the Government of your Coun- 
try, viz. by Prayer to God: by whom 
Kings reign and Princes decree juſtice. By 
Prayer you may influence the Council of 
the Cabinet.---You may inſpire our Gene- 
rals with wiſdom, and our Troops with 
valour. The haughty world may deem 
you a cypher in Society, ſhe may be indebted 


to you poor Chriſtians, for her peace, fruit- 


ful ſhowers, plenteous harveſts, and proſ- 


perous commerce. Though diſregarded, 


you are the pillars of the earth, when in 


ſolitude you aſk mercy for the many, Who 
never pray for themſelves. Remember, 


Chriſtians, whoſe ſervants you are, and 
look daily to him, who gave himſelf for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 


and purify unto himſelf a. peculiar people, 
zealous of goes works, Amen. 
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